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In the U.S. the amount of chloride of zinc solution
found to be absorbed per cubic foot of the wood when
treated to refusal after one hour's preliminary steaming
at 5 Ib. pressure is given as from 14 to 21 Ib. per cubic
foot for hard woods, and for soft woods from 19 to 27 Ib.
per cubic foot. At the Galesburg plant, according to
Mr. Meyer, red oak and beech ties steamed for two hours
at 10 Ib. pressure and treated to refusal with a 4 per cent,
solution of zinc-chloride absorbed an average of 1675 Ib.
per cubic foot. White elm, birch, soft maple, pine,
and cypress steamed for one hour at 5 Ib. pressure and
treated to refusal with a 2-25 per cent, solution of zinc-
chloride absorbed an average of 24-31 Ib. per cubic
foot.
Ernest Bateman, in an article entitled "A Method for
Determining the Amount of Zinc Chloride in Treated
Wood" (Ind. 6* Eng. Chem., January, 1914), describes
methods that have been tried for separating inorganic
solubles from organic matter, and especially refers to
the Fahlenburg and another accurate method for deter-
mining zinc.
Of aczol solution the makers recommend for ordinary
use an injection of about 2 oz. of concentrated aczol
per cubic foot. For wood especially exposed to be
attacked by rot, such as pit props, etc., from 4! oz. to
7f oz. of concentrated aczol per cubic foot is said to be
desirable.
LIFE OF PRESERVED WOODS.
Mr. V. Herzenstein, in the Bulletin of the International
Railway Congress (July, 1910), from information collected
from a number of railway companies, gives the average
life of creosote^ sleepers to be as follows;